The list of the maximal subgroups of the space groups in Volume A is incomplete. Volume A1 [1] now contains the complete data. Its Part 1 deals with group-theoretical aspects of space groups, groupsubgroup relations and the underlying mathematical background. Part 2 contains complete listings of all maximal subgroups for each space group, including their general positions or their generators, their conjugacy relations and transformations to conventional settings. Part 3 lists the relations between the Wyckoff positions for every maximal subgroup of every space group, including the cell transformations and coordinate transformations. In both parts the infinitely many isomorphic subgroups have been included in a parametrized form.
will be launched at this congress. The highly datadependent nature of crystallographic studies places great importance on the need for orderly acquisition and retention of data, and for computational tools that facilitate efficient data handling. To support this data-rich environment, Volume G is dedicated to the precise definition of the most commonly used data items. Although it focuses on the Crystallographic Information File (CIF) representation of data adopted by the IUCr in 1990 for journal submissions, it also considers more recent data-language developments involving XML. CIF data dictionaries are described for core, macromolecular, powder, symmetry, modulated-structure and precision-density studies. The underpinning dictionary languages are also detailed, as are approaches for defining and storing image (binary) data. In these dictionaries, each data item is defined in terms of attributes that characterise their allowed values and mutual relationships. These provide human-readable and machine-readable descriptions of the data. However, the main use of the definitions is in a computersoftware environment, so details of computer programs and libraries used with the electronic dictionaries to validate and exchange data items are also described. A CD-ROM will accompany the volume. (i) Central core of the volume are the plane-group and space-group tabulations in Parts 6 and 7 (620 pages, two pages per group).
(ii) The first 90 pages (Parts 1 to 5) contain definitions, guides to the tables and practical hints for the use of the space-group data on a level corresponding to an elementary textbook. These parts, as well as 24 selected space-group examples, also form the "Brief Teaching Edition of Volume A", which is intended as a brief, inexpensive tool for class-room teaching.
( In order to honor two deceased authors of Volume A and their contributions, two special topics will be briefly discussed: (1) 
